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themselves of, and have said they did not under-
stand what it was.

This goes far to a suggestion that the Canaanites
were guilty of it even four hundred years before,
and before God's promise to Abram to give him
that country; or e]se we must suppose the Ca-
naanites condemned to an expulsion before the
crime for which they were to be expelled was com-
mitted ; and I can no more come into that than the
other.

Certainly, God's promise to turn out the inha-
bitants for Abram's posterity must be allowed to be
a sentence of condemnation upon the Canaanites,
even at that time; and he would not have condemned
them to banishment, I mean as a nation, for crimes
which they were not even then guilty of; especially
that very crime being assigned as the cause of their
said condemnation and sentence.

If this argument is just, as I think it must be?
then I have gained the point as to the antiquity ; for
then this crime of diabolical magic is as ancient as
Abram; and it is evident Abram was born above
fifty-six years before Noah died. How long this
wicked trade was known before Abram, we cannot
determine, but may grant it might be some consi-
derable time.

It is certain, however, that in the reign of Miz-
raim, who was but the grandson of Noah, they were
grown very considerable, I mean as to their reputa-
tion, in the Egyptian court; and I am willing to
suppose my old Arab was one of the chief, if not
one of the first of them inMizraim's reign, and per-
haps near the beginning of it; for as the Devil in-
troduced himself as it were volunteer to him, it
should seem that he had no correspondents of that
kind there before, and took that method to begin
his acquaintance; perhaps allowing his correspond-
ents to convey the same method of intelligence